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APPENDIX D

Public Comments
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Public comments are anticipated after required public notification period.

-C. Pearcy 7/29/2014
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Appendix E - Cumulative Impact Analysis

Cumulative impacts are the summation of impacts on a resource resulting from the incremental
impact of the proposed project when added to other past, present, or reasonably foreseeable
future actions regardless of the actions’ originator, Cumulative impacts can result from
individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time.
Cumulative impact analysis considers connected actions, projects related and dependent upon
the completion of the proposed public sewer system for the community of Gallatin Gateway, and
similar actions or projects having a common geography or timing that provide a basis for
considering their impact together with impacts related to the proposed project.

Cumulative impacts are evaluated on past actions, present actions, and reasonably foreseeable
actions. Due to the limited availability of information regarding past actions, this portion of the
analysis is limited to aerial photograph interpretation and the current land use within the project
area. Present actions are those projects which are ongoing and will continue during the
implementation of the proposed project. Reasonably foreseeable actions, for the purposes of
this project, are those that have received local approval for implementation within a 1-mile
radius of the subject property. Additionally, reasonably foreseeable actions will include the
expansion of the wastewater treatment facility to eventually accommodate up to 336 people.

Additionally, an application for an open-cut gravel pit has been submitted by Gateway Village
LLC for the property directly north of the lot designated for the proposed groundwater disposai
facility located off of Cottonwood Road. The public comment period for this application ended
on July 22, 2014. Based on the information obiained from the public meeting held at the
Gallatin Gateway School on July 15, 2014, MDEQ will either extend the agency review period or
send a deficiency letter to Gateway Village LLC by July 28, 2014. The environmental
professional received a “Notice of Extended Review for the Application for Opencut Mining
Permit Gateway Pit Site, Opencut #2520” on July 28, 2014 (a copy of this communication can
be found in Appendix B). This notice stated the proposed gravel pit does not adequately protect
shallow groundwater resources that local residents use for drinking water and domestic needs
and as a result, the proposed plan does not satisfy the following requirements of the Opencut
Mining Act. MDEQ stated that it will conduct an extended review within the foliowing
timeframes:

(a) For a complete application subject to an extended review, the department shall,
within 60 days from the dale the department determines the application warrants an
extended review, inspect the proposed site if the department determines an inspection is
necessary and notify the applicant as to whether or not the application is acceptable
pursuant to 82-4-432. If the application is unacceptable, the notice must include a
detailed explanation of the deficiencies.

(b) Within 30 days of receipt of the applicant's response to the identified deficiencies,
the department shall review the responses and notify the applicant as to whether or not
the application is acceptable. If the application is unacceptable, the department shall
notify the applicant in writing and include a detaifed identification of the deficiencies.

(c) The department may for sufficient cause extend either or both of the review
perfods in subsection (2)(a} or (2)(b) for an additional 30 days if it notifies the applicant of
the extension prior to the end of the respective original period. The department shall
include in the notification of extension the reason for the extension.

(d) If the application is acceptable, the department shall issue a permit or a permit
amendment to the operator that entifles the operator to engage in the opencut operalion
on the land described in the application.

See Section 82-4-439(2)(a-d), MCA.



Because this action has not yet received local approval for implementation, itis conS|dered
speculative and will not be considered in this cumulative impact analysis.

Past Actions

As discussed in the table provided in Exhibit 2-M, the proposed project area consists of the 109
acres of property located within the Gallatin Gateway County Water and Sewer District and a &
acre parcel of land located directly behind the Buffalo Station Sports Bar (Figure 1 and 2). The
proposed project activities will consist of the design and construction of a wastewater collection
system, lift station and wastewater treatment plant. The majority of these materials will be
installed below the surface of the ground.

The community of Gallatin Gateway consists of homes, sireets, businesses, and associated
infrastructure. The surrounding properties include rural residential, agricultural, fight commercial
and light industrial. Review of aerial photography from 1995 to 2011 on Google Earth reveal
increased light commercial and rural residential development within a 1-mile radius of the
subject property.

The Gallatin County Planning and Community Development Department provided the
environmental professional with a list of subdivisions that have occurred within a 1 mile radius of
Gallatin Gateway. None of these have occurred within the past 5 years, with the exception of
two boundary relocations. The list of these subdivisions is provided below. Please see
Appendix B for a copy of the email communication.

Minor sub 129 = 1994

Minor sub 7 = 1974

Minor sub 377 = 2005

Minor sub 262 = 1999

Minor sub 213A = 2008

s  Minorsub 213 = 1997

e Minorsub 56A = 1993

e Minorsub 56C = 2002

s Minorsub 56B=1995

¢ Minorsub 56 = 1985

¢ Minorsub 424 = 2008

Minor sub 424A = 2011 (boundary relocation)
Minor sub 374 = 2005

Minor sub 54 = 1985

Minor sub 309C = 2013 (boundary relocation)
e Minor sub 309 = 2002

. & o

Present Actions

Present actions are projects which are ongoing and will continue during the implementation of
the proposed project. No projects which are ongoing and will continue during the
implementation of the proposed project have been identified.




Foreseeahle Future Actions

Reasonably foreseeabie actions, for the purposes of this project, are those that have received
local approval for implementation within a 1-mile radius of the subject property. The Planning
Director of Gallatin County, was contacted on July 24, 2014 to inquire about any projects that
have received approval for implementation. Mr. Sean O’'Callaghan provided the following
comments (see Appendix B for communication records):

» During the phone call, Mr. G'Callaghan stated that he did not believe any changes io a
floodplain were taking place within a mile radius of the community of Gallatin Gateway.

» The Planning Department reviews minor and major subdivisions. In an email received
on July 29, 2014, Warren Vaughan from Gallatin County Planning and Community
Development states that there have been no subdivisions in the past 5 years within a 1
mile radius of Gallatin Gateway and there have been 2 boundary relocations.

Future projects planned that have received local approval for implementation have not been
identified within a 1-mile radius of the subject property. However, future growth is anticipated
within the community of Gallatin Gateway as an indirect impact of the installation of the
proposed community wastewater coliection and treatment system.

Planning and Project Design for Future Growth

As stated in the "Wasfewater Collection System & Wastewater Pumping Stations Design
Report" (Stahly Engineering 2014), the community sewers are designed in accordance with
DEQ-2 Chapter 30 and can accommodate the peak hour of the 20-year build-out design flow of
40,000 gallons per day. The sewers were also designed to provide capacity in excess of the
20-year design flow as they will likely serve future growth in the community. Additionally, the
report states:

“Future growth is anticipated to be to the north of the fown of Gallatin Gateway, as well as to the
south. Future growth to the north will connect to MH-1 with a new main. Future growth to the
south will utilize the existing mains proposed for construction. The section of mains to most
likely be used for future growth have been upsized to 10-inch mains between MH-1 fo MH-2 and
MH-2 to MH-3.”

The Wastewater Treatment & Groundwater Disposal Facifity Preliminary Design Report (Stahly
Engineering 2014} states the following:

“‘Because the District lacks any collection, treatment, or disposal facilities, the initial financial
commitment fo construct these facilities will be substantial. As a result, the biological treatment
portion of the wastewater treatment facility is sized for the existing population of 168 persons
plus the existing non-residential flows. An expansion area for the biological facilities is provided
and can be used to increase capacity to 336 persons plus non-residential flows.”

The treatment and disposal report also provides the flowing flow parameters:

Design Average Flow

26,570 gallons per day current condition
40,000 gallons per day at full build out



Design Maximum Day Flow

30,000 gallons per day at current condition
50,000 gallons per day at full build cut

Discussion

Stahly Engineering incorporated population projections within their design specifications. They
estimate the current population of Gallatin Gateway at 168 residents and accounted for existing
non-residential flows. Growth scenarios presented in Table 11.1 (Wastewater Treaiment &
Groundwater Disposal Facility Preliminary Design Report, Stahly 2014) have the population of
Gallatin Gateway growing to 234 residents by 2020 and 336 residents by 2030.

On June 24, 2014, Stahly Engineering submitted a request to modify the Groundwater
Discharge Permit Application to Montana Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ). The
modification request requested to increase the amount of treated wastewater discharged to the
ground from 40,000 gallons per day to 50,000 gallons per day. The 50,000 gallons per day
reflects the design maximum daily flow at full build out. Along with this request, Stahly
Engineering submitted a figure showing the site layout with updated dimensions to the
drainfield, new non-degradation calculations, pump test results from June 7, 2013 on the test
well that was drilled June 5, 2013 and test pit and percolation test results from tests conducted
the week of June 17, 2013.

MDEQ issued a Montana Ground Water Pollution Control System (MGWPCS) Permit No.
MTX000229 to the Gallatin Gateway County Water and Sewer District on September 9, 2013.

Conclusion

This cumulative impact analysis considered connected actions, projects related and dependent
upon the completion of the proposed development of a community sewer system and treatment
plant, and similar actions or projects having a common geography or timing that provide a basis
for considering their impact together with impacts related to the proposed project. Few, if any
connected actions, related or independent projects were identified for this analysis. No
significant cumulative impacts were identified during this analysis.




